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Annisquam River Marine Fisheries Station
30 Emerson Avenue
Gloucester, MA 01930
(978) 282-o3OB
fax (617) 727'3337

Paul J- Diodati

Director

April 18,2013
Dear Jack,
Thank you for your interest in the Sportfish Angler Data Collection Team: Striped Bass.
Enclosed are materials for the 2013 study (May - Oct). You should find the following items in
your packet:

l.
2.

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS that explains what to do, when, where, etc.
:trrNEwrr:t SCALE SAMPLING PROCEDURE that lists the specifics for scale
removal.

3.

SCALE ENVELOPES in packs of 10, number of envelopes as requested.

Please read through the instruction sheets and take a look at the diagrams before you begin taking
scale samples. Following these simple instructions will ensure that the data you collect are
scientifically acceptable. To return your scale samples mail them to my attention (preferably
monthly) at the address listed at the top of this page. If you would like to contribute more than 10
scale samples per month that would be great. Simply mail or drop offthe filled envelopes with a
note asking for more envelopes and I can mail more to you.

,.,',rrNEW this year*x* SADCT is expanding and is now including black sea bass, fluke and (f
scup. We are looking for volunteers to collect scales from those species. If you fish for any of those species and would like to collect scales for those fish - that would be fantastic! If you know
of anyone who fishes for those species and would like to participate please pass on my
information and I can send them the materials needed. Included is the new species diagram of
where the scales should be collected from on each fish. All other data collection remains the
same. Please write which fish species is on the envelope so there will be no confusion in data
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I look forward to working with you this year. Thanks again for your help to study striped bass,
(and possibly black sea bass, fluke and scup) and cheers to a fantastic fishing season!
Jllr\yErsrJ,
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Jennifer Stritzel

(97 8) 282-0308,

ext.
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Jenni fer. S.Thom son @state.rna.us
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SPORTFISH ANGLER DATA COLLECTION TEAM:
BLACK SEA BASS, FLUKE, SCUP
AND STRIPED BASS
GENERAL

'NSTRUCT'ONS

WHAT DO YOU NEED TO DO?
Obtain scale samples from 10 of each fish species you fish for each
month from May to October. For example, by the end of the season,
you will have sampled 60 striped bass (10 fish x 6 months).

o

WHEN?

o
o

Fish may be caught and sampled at anytime during the month.

You may collect scales from all 10 fish in one day/trip or across
multiple days/trips during each month. Do whatever works best for
you.

.

lf you do not reach your quota of 10 samples per month, we will still
gladly accept the information you have collected. Please just do the
best you can.

WHERE?

o

For this study, fish may be caught anywhere in Massachusetts waters,
and may be caught from shore or by boat.

WHICH FISH OR WHAT SIZES OF FISH?
All sizes of fish are important to us! We need information on little fish
and big fish to improve conservation and management. Please avoid
collecting scales from just the largest fish you catch.

.

o

Here's what to do...
Take scales from 10 fish that represent or characterize what you are
catching during a particular month. For example,

1.

lf you are catching mostly schoolie sized striped bass, then
collect scales from mostly schoolies during that month.

2.

lf you are catching big and small fish, then collect scales from a
variety of big and small fish during that month.

3.

lf you are lucky enough to be catching all big fish, then collect
scales from big fish during that month.

SEE BOTH SIDES

.
.
.

Take scale samples only when you feel comfortable doing it, and
please call or email me if you have questions or difficulties.

lf a fish appears stressed, sick, or injured, do not remove scales.
Finally, as a reminder, all participants must adhere to state regulations
for each fish species. For example; striped bass less than 28 inches
must be released after scale samples are removed.

CONTACT INFORMATION

Jenn ifer Stritzel Thomson
MA Division of Marine Fisheries
30 Emerson Ave.
Gloucester, MA 01930

(978) 282-0308, ext. 130
Jen

n ifer.

S.Thomson@state. ma. us

DIAGRAMS

A. Definition of fish total length and scale removal location.
Remove at least 6 scales from the area in the rectangle.

Black Sea Bass

Total length

Total Iength
Scup

Striped Bass

Total length

Total Iength

B. Example scale envelope

Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries
(e78) 282-0308

Collector

Name Kristen FerrY

Species StriPed

Boss

Length

Circle one
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SPORTFISH ANGLER DATA COLLECTION TEAM:
BLACK SEA BASS, FLUKE, SCUP, STRIPED BASS
SCALE SAMPLING PROCEDURE

Please read all instructions and study the diagrams on the backside of this sheet.
Try to complete the following procedure as rapidly as posstb/e to avoid iniuring the fish
that will be released and to minimize mortality due to handling.

1.

Keep your hands and any surface that comes in contact with the fish wet at all times.
This will preserve the striper's protective slime coat.

2. To help calm the fish, place a wet rag over its eyes.

Avoid letting the fish thrash

against hard surfaces.

3.

Measure the TOTAL LENGTH of the fish, which is defined as the length from the tip
of the lower jaw when the mouth is closed to the end of the tail. Measure fish to the
nearest inch. See diagram A on backside.

4. Write the length measurement

5.

on the envelope provided in pencil.

Next, remove at least 6 scales on one side of the fish
Black sea bass: Iift the pectoral fin and remove from the area under the fin
Fluke: on the caudal peduncle, right before the tail begins
Scup: Iift the pectoral fin and remove from the area under the fin
Striped bass: from the area between the two dorsal fins just above the lateral
line
See diagram A on backside.
Nofe; Muttipte scales are needed to provide an adequate sample for us to age
the fish effectivelY.

O. There are two methods for removing scales. Both are described here. Method
is faster, but Method 2 will not result in removal of unnecessary scales. Use the
method that works best for You.
Method

1

Using a clean blunt edged knife, loosen ihe scales with a quick firm scraping
motion in the direction of the head and remove the scales on the blade of the
blunt knife. lnsert knife blade between the two sides of the envelope and pull
down to retain scales in envelope. VERY IMPORTANT! ---+ Clean the knife
blade after every fish to avoid mixing scales.

1

Method 2
Place the point of a clean sharp knife firmly on a scale and push toward the tail to
remove the scale. Place scales in the envelope as described above. You may
use tweezers instead of a knife for this method. Again, clean the knife or
tweezers after every fish.

7.

Complete remaining information on the envelope. Please include the general
location where the fish was caught (e.9., Boston Harbor, Plum lsland, etc.). You
don't need to reveal your secret fishing spot! See diagram B below for an example
of a completed envelope. Beware: the ink printed on these envelopes is not fully
waterproof and may run slightly when wet.

8.

Keep scale envelopes in ziploc bags provided for each month.
Nofe; Sca/es do not need specialtreatment (i.e., refrigeration, cleaning, etc.).
Allowing them to dry in the envelope is adequate.

IMPORTANT! IMPORTANT!! Remember that for the data to be used, we MUST HAVE
BOTH FISH LENGTH AND THE SCALES. Sca/es alone will not help.

